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STRUGGLE TO SAVE THE LAST
ANCIENT FORESTS

& THE FBI’s FIVE YEAR EFFORT
TO STOP HIM

though broken and battered, he remained resolved to continue working for
the last remaining remnants of ancient forests.

When even this failed to stop Tre’s activism, the authorities turned to more
extreme methods. In June 2001, the day logging season was set to start at
Eagle Creek, a log truck was burned on the lot of the contractor who would
profit from the forest’s destruction. A few months before, several pieces of
heavy equipment at a sand and gravel company had been destroyed.

According to the FBI, Jacob Sherman bragged of committing both acts of
sabotage to his girlfriend, who then told her father, a deputy state fire
marshal. As the case against Sherman worked it’s way through the courts,
the FBI offered a sweetheart deal to their new bedfellow: in exchange for
an unprecedented sentence
reduction, Sherman claimed
that Tre was the arson
ringleader who beguiled him
into these wayward acts. With
that one statement, never
backed up with any evidence,
Sherman’s sentence went from
a potential 80 years, to less than 4 years. In August 2002, an indictment
was announced against Tre.

To date, the FBI has not been able to prove their claim, or offer any
concrete evidence against Tre. Despite all of the money spent by the Joint
Terrorism Task Forces, the US officials’ efforts came up empty. But, from
their position has always been, if you take a stand and garner popular
support, you are a threat to everything the State stands for. You must be
stopped, regardless of the evidence, or lack of it. For that reason and a
dozen others, Tre Arrow must be supported.

The next step in Tre’s legal battle is to fight extradition. This
administration is hell-bent on branding as terrorists everyone who voices
dissent. Tre will need all of the resources our movement can muster to
fight this case.
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Tre Arrow is a well known, and determinedly non-violent, political organizer,
with a unique ability to unite people. He has hosted workshops on sustainable
living, spoken at schools and universities around the North West, made
complex issues meaningful to average citizens, and reawakened a sense of
stewardship in the hearts of Americans. Among his many acomplishments,
he won over more than 15,000 Oregon voters, who voted to send him to
Washington, DC, as a congressman. Although he did not win that
Congressional seat, he won the hearts and minds campaign in the ‘Northwest
Timber Wars’. Each success made him a greater threat to the powers that
be.

The Fight to Save Eagle Creek

Eagle Creek, a tributary of the
Clackamas River, provides
drinking water to over 185,000
Oregonians, the surrounding
communities ar heavily dependent
on tourism.The Eagle Creek
Timber Sale threatened to destroy
500 acres of pristine wilderness
that supported a variety of
endangered species, while being a
prime recreational destination.
Despite unprecedented pressure
from the public, members of Congress, and even the timber company, to
cancel the sale, the Forest Service insisted that it be cut. Public opposition
to the sale swelled amid mounting concerns over drinking water safety and
recreational opportunities. Senator Ron Wyden and Representatives Earl
Blumenauer and David Wu made repeated efforts to convince Harv Forsgren,
Regional Forester for the Pacific Northwest, to cancel the Eagle Creek timber
sales.

When all legal avenues had been exhausted, citizens took to the trees in a
grass-roots effort to stop the chain saws. Tree-sits were errected and
maintained for 5 years. In that time the Forest Service remained the lone
advocate of a timber sale no one else wanted

 Life on the Ledge

In the pre-dawn hours of July 7th, 2000, a small army of of Forest Service
law enforcement, federal marshals, and FBI agents raided the camp and

forcibly arrested the tree-sitters, injuring several. The forest’s demise seemed
certain. Driven out of the forest, 200 people gathered for a rally at the Forest
Service building in down town
Portland.

Harv Forsgren, the Regional Forester,
continued to refuse to see what had long
since become clear to everyone, from
elected officials to the contractors hired
to do the cutting, that the area was more
valuable as a source of clean drinking
water, endangered species habitat and
recreation, than as a source of two-by-
fours and pulp. He could not, however,
fail to see the 27 year old activist
perched on the 9 inch ledge outside his
3rd floor window, 30 feet above the city
concrete.

Tre Arrow had free-claimed up the
brick-faced building for a face-to-face
with the man behind the chain-saws, he remained perched there for 11 days.

The ledge-sit halted the logging that would otherwise have taken place
following the raid, and triggered an independent review of the Timber Sale,
resulting in a scathing indictment of the Forest Service’s mishandling of
the Eagle Creek Sale.
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Life and Death in God’s Valley

After the victory at Eagle Creek, Tre turned his attention to State lands in
the Oregon Coast Range. In October 2001, at a timber sale in the Tillamook
State Forest, Tre climbed a Western hemlock in an attempt to save it from
the saws. Law enforcement and loggers teamed up to make Tre pay for his
actions.

They set up an around-the-clock spotlights and powerful speakers in a
deliberate effort to cause Tre sleep deprivation. Tre had no platform. No
safety harness. He perched on a single branch and endured the onslaught
for nearly 48 sleepless hours before falling 75 feet. His injuries included a
broken collarbone, two broken ribs, a punctured a lung and a broken pelvis,
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